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Mine Name: Dove Creek Quarry
Operator Name: Bonneville Quarries, Inc.

(transfer in process to Dove Creek Quarries, LLC)
Inspector(s): Lynn Kunzler, DOGM
Other Participants: Jerry Cates and Dave Morris, Operators; Scott Nannenga and Steve Flock,

USFS; Commissioner Hansen and the Box Elder County Road Supervisor
Mine Status: Acfive

Elements of Inspection

1. Permits, Revisions, Transfer, Bonds
2. Public Safety (shafts, adits, trash, signs, highwalls)
3. Protection ofDrainages / Erosion Control
4. Deleterious Material
5. Roads (maintenance, surfacing, dust control, safety)
6. Concurrent Reclamatron
7. Backfilling/Grading (trenches, pits, roads, highwalls,
8. Soils
9. Revegetation
10. Other

Purpose of Inspection:
Operator had requested an onsite meeting to discuss road maintenance issues with the access road to
the site. Access road is a Counfu Class D road and a FS access route.

Inspection Summary:
1 . The Inspection began at the County Road Shed in Park Valley, where we discussed the need for

maintenance, when it could be done, and u'ho would foot the bill. The operator had previously done
maintenance work on a portion of the road that was on FS property. A11 agreed that the work
performed was acceptable. The operator wanted to do the same fpe of work on the rest of the access

but had been stopped by the landowner. The County claimed that no maintenance work could be
done so long as a 4-wheeled vehicle could traverse the road. The mine operator argued that he had
already broke an axle and drive line on his haul hucks due to the poor quality of the road, and that fire
repairs cost him more that $30,000 last year - again due to the poor quality ofthe road. Safety issues
were also raised. The end result was a stale mate. Even with the operator willing to do the
maintenance work at his cost, the County was adamant that no maintenance be done (claiming the
County Ordinance for Class D roads would not allow it - even though the County was participating in
a maintenance project on a Class D road near Rosebud) The operator is considering a law suit to
allow the maintenance work.

During the site visit portion of this inspection, attention was given to the access road. The first
section ofroad was in poor condition, with pot holes, bedrock ridges and narrow, no- passing areas.

The second section (on FS) was relatively smooth, no pot holes or protruding rock and had areas

where vehicles could pass.
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At the site, the operator had questions about whether he could start the Cliff Quarry. Examination of
the permit found that a two-acre quarry was part of the approved permit. The operator discussed how
he would cross an ephemeral drainage to gain access, using a French drain made with rock screened

from the waste dumps. The operator indicated he would be submitting an amendment to extend the

Cliff Quarry area to the south on private property so he could continue production while the FS
worked on NEPA for an amendment of FS 1ands.

Conclusions and Recommendationsl
1 . The Operator was informed that he would need to work out the road maintenance issues with the

County, FS and private land owner. The Division had no authority in this matter. The Operator also

suggested he include the access road in his permit and provide a reclamation surety as well. He was

again informed that just because he includes this public road in his permit, does not give the Division
jurisdiction regarding maintenance or right of way issues.

The operator will begin operations on the Cliff Quarry and will submit an amendment in the near
future to expand it. The Forest Service indicated that if the operator could hire a consultant to work
on the NEPA, it could expedite the process. The Operator agreed and will work with the FS to assure

potential consultants are qualified to do the NEPA work.
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